New Report: States Moving Forward to Implement
Health Reform’s Affordable Insurance Exchanges
January 19, 2012
WHITE HOUSE (RPRN) 01/19/12 —
Twenty-eight States are on their way
toward establishing a key component of
health care reform—Affordable Insurance
Exchanges—according to a report issued
today by the White House.
“States are taking strong steps to implement
health reform,” said White House Deputy
Chief of Staff Nancy-Ann DeParle. “The
Obama Administration is working in
partnership with State leaders across the
country. We will ensure Americans in every
State have access to an Exchange and the
same kinds of insurance choices as
Members of Congress.”
Health Reform
consumers can choose a private qualified health
insurance plan that fits their health needs. Beginning
in 2014, Exchanges will offer consumers the same
kinds of insurance choices that members of Congress
will have.
The report released today highlights how some States
are moving forward to build Affordable Insurance
Exchanges. The States profiled are not necessarily the
States most advanced in establishing an Exchange;

Affordable Insurance Exchanges are Statebased, one-stop marketplaces where
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instead, they illustrate the diversity of approaches and
progress being made. Some of the actions in the
report include:
• Alabama Governor Robert Bentley (R), a physician, issued an Executive Order that created the
Alabama Health Insurance Exchange Study Commission on June 2, 2011, which recommended that
Alabama establish its own Exchange called the “Alabama Health Insurance Marketplace.” The
legislature, which meets in February, is expected to take up legislation to establish an Exchange.
• Colorado passed a bipartisan bill to establish the independent Colorado Health Insurance
Exchange, which was signed into law on June 1, 2011. The Colorado Exchange has started public
education about health reform and the Exchange at its website, www.getcoveredco.org.
Organizations such as the Colorado branch of the National Federation of Independent Business
(NFIB) and the Colorado Association of Commerce and Industry have been active participants in the
creating the small business component of the Exchange.
• In Nevada, unanimous, bipartisan legislation authorized the Silver State Health Insurance
Exchange, which was signed into law by Governor Brian Sandoval (R) on June 16, 2011. Its board
has been appointed, executive director named, and application submitted for its next round of funding
for building the Exchange.

The report outlines some of the steps the
Administration has taken to ensure all Americans
have access to an exchange beginning in 2014.
These include developing the information technology
and business systems necessary to facilitate
Exchanges in multiple states.
Developing Exchanges is just one of the ways States
are implementing health reform. In the nearly two
years since President Obama signed the Affordable
Care Act into law, States have enforced the patient
protections like banning lifetime dollar limits on
coverage and ensuring coverage of proven
prevention services. Forty-three States and the
District of Columbia are participating in the new premium rate review system where insurers must
justify the rationale for any double-digit insurance premium increase. All States have received
Affordable Care Act grants to improve prevention and public health. And the Affordable Care Act has
already made an incredible difference to millions of Americans:
• 2.5 million more young adults have health insurance.
• As of October 2011, more than 2.65 million seniors got a 50 percent discount on their prescription
drugs when they hit the donut hole.
• Insurance companies can no longer drop your coverage when you get sick or put a lifetime cap on
the amount of care you can receive.
To read the report issued today, visit http://www.whitehouse.gov/sites/default/files/01-1812_exchange_report.pdf
For more information on the Affordable Care Act, visit www.healthcare.gov.

Media Web Address: http://www.whitehouse.gov/the-press-office/2012/01/18/new-report-statesmoving-forward-implement-health-reform-s-affordable-in
Main image credits: http://org.law.rutgers.edu/o-hlaw/
About the author:
RushPR News is a social media newswire service created to help you with content creation and
distribution to news outlets and social media networks. RushPRnews can also assist you with your
web strategies with experts advices and strategies at an affordable cost. Write us at
news@rushprnews.com
Filed Under: BREAKING NEWS, FDA- Pharmaceutical news, Health and Fitness, Lifestyle, PRESS
RELEASE, U.S.A. Government
RUSH PR NEWS newswire and press release services at rushprnews.com / Anne Howard
annehowardpublicist.com
Content- Legal Responsibility - All material is copyrighted - You may repost but you MUST link back
to the original post on your page and acknowledge Rush PR News as the news source. Rush PR
News is not legally and/or morally responsible for content of press releases, opinions expressed or
fact-checking.
Rush PR News cannot be held legally responsible for material published and distributed through its
newswire service or published in its press-room and therefore cannot be sued for published material.
Third-party must be contacted directly to dispute content.
Rush PR News is not the contact for material published.
Please leave your comments here

