Sundance Institute Presents Film Forward:
Advancing Cultural Dialogue
October 4, 2010
LOS ANGELES, CA (RPRN) 10/04/10 —
Institute joins with the President’s
Committee on the Arts and the
Humanities, National Endowment for the
Arts, National Endowment for the
Humanities, and Institute for Museum and
Library Services in a Public/Private
Cultural Exchange Initiative
-- Sundance Institute, the global nonprofit
arts organization, today announced it has
been selected to represent the private sector in a unique program entitled Film Forward: Advancing
Cultural Dialogue. This program continues the exceptional public/private cultural exchange effort by
the President’s Committee on the Arts and the Humanities (PCAH) in cooperation with its federal
cultural partners, the National Endowment for the Arts (NEA), National Endowment for the Humanities
(NEH) and the Institute of Museum and Library Services (IMLS), to foster cross-cultural understanding
through cinematic storytelling.
The nonprofit Sundance Institute was founded by Robert Redford with an initial grant from the
National Endowment for the Arts in 1981. Said Redford, “Film Forward brings the Institute full circle
and helps further our mission of supporting and promoting independent storytelling around the world.
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“We are honored to partner with our nation’s leading cultural entities that share a commitment to
cultural exchange,” said Keri Putnam, Executive Director, Sundance Institute. “Film Forward is an
important step in advancing our founder Robert Redford’s original vision of making independent
storytelling accessible and relevant throughout the world. We believe that film has the power both to
reflect our cultural diversity and to connect people, and we are thrilled to be bringing these wonderful
films and their filmmakers to diverse audiences.”
“There is no better way for people to know one another than by sharing their personal journeys. Films
tell powerful stories that inspire curiosity, recognition and an awareness of shared values beyond
generations, language and borders,” said Margo Lion, PCAH Co-Chair. “The Committee is excited to
be working with the internationally acclaimed Sundance Institute, whose extensive experience in
nurturing the next generation of film artists, as well as their successful efforts in bridging cultures, will
propel this cultural diplomacy effort in new directions.”

Film Forward: Advancing Cultural Dialogue is a continuation of the President’s Committee and
cultural partners’ efforts to use film to engage diverse audiences in the U.S. and internationally,
including a successful four year effort in partnership with the American Film Institute as AFI: Project
20/20. Over the past four years that program has brought together 42 filmmakers representing the
United States and 21 other countries as cultural ambassadors, who have traveled to 18 countries and
18 cities within the U.S.
The intimate approach of using one-on-one exchange between artists and audiences capitalizes on
the nonprofit Sundance Institute’s own cross-programmatic international and U.S.-based initiatives to
deepen and enhance cross-cultural understanding. The Institute is committed to creative
collaboration and plans to engage closely with its large network of national and international film
associations, universities, libraries, arts and humanities councils, museums as well as similar cultural
organizations for public outreach, education and engagement.
The federal cultural partners in Film Forward: Advancing Cultural Dialogue said the following about
the new partnership with the nonprofit Sundance Institute and the international exchange initiative:
“Art is often an expression of shared values and works to create connections among seemingly
disparate groups. We are proud to be investing in Sundance Institute’s Film Forward program to help
bring international films to American audiences, and to share American film makers and films with
new audiences across the globe”, said NEA Chairman Rocco Landesman.
"Film is a powerful medium that can capture and convey the stories of people and places in the
United States and around the world," said Carole Watson, National Endowment for the Humanities
Deputy Chairman. "Sharing these stories internationally bridges cultures, a goal of the National
Endowment for the Humanities. The NEH is pleased to welcome the Sundance Institute to this
important cultural diplomacy initiative."
“The Institute of Museum and Library Services (IMLS) is proud to support the Film Forward initiative.
This program fosters information sharing all over the world, strengthens cross-cultural connections,
and enhances global awareness. These are all essential skills of a 21st century citizen,” said IMLS
Acting Director Marsha L. Semmel.
Federal Partners
The President’s Committee on the Arts and the Humanities (PCAH) bridges the interests of federal
agencies and the private sector, supports special projects that increase participation and excellence
in the arts and humanities, and helps incorporate these disciplines into White House objectives. First
Lady Michelle Obama is the Honorary Chairman of the PCAH.
The National Endowment for the Arts (NEA) is a public agency dedicated to supporting excellence in
the arts, both new and established; bringing the arts to all Americans; and providing leadership in arts
education.
The National Endowment for the Humanities (NEH) serves and strengthens our Republic by
promoting excellence in the humanities and conveying the lessons of history to all Americans. The
NEH is the nation’s leading supporter of research education, preservation and public programs in the
humanities.
The Institute of Museum and Library Services (IMLS) is an independent federal grant making agency
dedicated to creating strong libraries and museums that connect people to information and ideas.
The IMLS works at the national level and in coordination with state and local organizations to sustain
heritage, culture, and knowledge; enhance learning and innovation; and support professional
development.
Sundance Institute
Founded by Robert Redford in 1981, Sundance Institute is a global, nonprofit cultural organization
dedicated to nurturing artistic expression in film and theater, and to supporting intercultural dialogue
between artists and audiences. The Institute promotes independent storytelling to unite, inform and
inspire, regardless of geo-political, social, religious or cultural differences. Internationally recognized
for its annual Sundance Film Festival and its artistic development programs for directors,
screenwriters, producers, film composers, playwrights and theatre artists, Sundance Institute has
nurtured such projects as Born into Brothels, Trouble the Water, Son of Babylon, Amreeka, An
Inconvenient Truth, Spring Awakening, Light in the Piazza and Angels in America.
www.sundance.org
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About the author:
Sundance Institute
Founded by Robert Redford in 1981, Sundance Institute is a not-for-profit organization that fosters the
development of original storytelling in film and theatre, and presents the annual Sundance Film
Festival. Internationally recognized for its artistic development programs for directors, screenwriters,
producers, film composers, playwrights and theatre artists, Sundance Institute has nurtured such
projects as Angels in America, Spring Awakening, Boys Don't Cry, Sin Nombre, Born into Brothels
and Trouble the Water. www.sundance.org.
Filed Under: ENTERTAINMENT, Featured, FILM, PRESS RELEASE
RUSH PR NEWS newswire and press release services at rushprnews.com / Anne Howard
annehowardpublicist.com
Content- Legal Responsibility - All material is copyrighted - You may repost but you MUST link back
to the original post on your page and acknowledge Rush PR News as the news source. Rush PR
News is not legally and/or morally responsible for content of press releases, opinions expressed or
fact-checking.
Rush PR News cannot be held legally responsible for material published and distributed through its
newswire service or published in its press-room and therefore cannot be sued for published material.
Third-party must be contacted directly to dispute content.
Rush PR News is not the contact for material published.
Please leave your comments here

