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10/02/13 — Oscar, Produced by
Telling Pictures Inc., in
Association with the Motion
Picture Academy,To Premiere in
February 2014, During TCM's
Annual 31 Days of Oscar, CNN
Films to Encore the Film

Turner Classic Movies (TCM) will present the world premiere of Oscar, a
brand-new documentary tracing the history of the Academy Awards®, as part
of its annual 31 Days of Oscar showcase, leading up to ABC’s live Academy
Awards telecast on March 2. Produced by Telling Pictures, Inc., in
association with the Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences (The
Academy) and Hollywood Newsreel,this fascinating special will take movie
lovers on a journey through Hollywood history as it tells its story of the little
statuette that became the industry's most coveted prize.

Oscar is set to have its world television premiere on TCM Saturday, Feb. 1,
the opening night of the 2014 edition of 31 Days of Oscar. With the new

documentary as its centerpiece, 31 Days of Oscar will be themed around the
history of the Academy Awards. Featuring more than 300 Oscar-winning and
nominated films, the month-long showcase will take a deep look into the
world’s oldest, most important and most prestigious film award. Each night's
lineup will feature a complete set of nominated films that faced each other in
a particular category, beginning Feb. 1 with all 10 Best Picture nominees
from 1939: Gone with the Wind, The Wizard of Oz, Goodbye Mr. Chips, Of
Mice and Men, Ninotchka, Wuthering Heights, Stagecoach, Mr. Smith Goes
to Washington, Dark Victory and Love Affair.

Oscar is being written, directed and
executive-produced by Oscar-winning
filmmakers Rob Epstein and Jeffrey
Friedman (Common Threads: Stories
from the Quilt). Christopher Pavlick and
Rick Spalla are also producing. The
documentary is one of several major
programming events leading up to TCM's
20th anniversary in April 2014.

To bring its story to life, Oscar will be packed with great moments from 85
years of Academy Award ceremonies, which were first held at the Hollywood
Roosevelt Hotel, now home to the TCM Classic Film Festival each spring.
The special will also feature extensive clips from Oscar-winning and
nominated films, plus exclusive, behind-the-scenes ceremony footage from
the archives of Hollywood Newsreel, much of it never shown before. CNN
Films will air the encore presentation of the documentary on CNN, following
the film’s first broadcast on TCM.

A growing list of Academy Award-winning and nominated actors and
actresses are being interviewed for Oscar, including Annette Bening
(American Beauty), Ellen Burstyn (Alice Doesn't Live Here Anymore), Cher
(Moonstruck), George Clooney (Syriana), Benicio Del Toro (Traffic), Whoopi
Goldberg (Ghost), Tom Hanks (Philadelphia, Forrest Gump), Jennifer
Hudson (Dreamgirls), Sir Ben Kingsley (Gandhi) and Dame Helen Mirren
(The Queen).

From behind the camera, Oscar will feature interviews with such awardwinning filmmakers and producers as Steven Spielberg (Schindler's List,
Saving Private Ryan), Kathleen Kennedy (Schindler's List), Freida Lee Mock
(Maya Lin: A Strong Clear Vision), Michael Moore (Bowling for Columbine),
Jason Reitman (Up in the Air) and Phil Alden Robinson (Field of Dreams).

The interview roster also includes Oscar-winning cinematographer Janusz
Kaminski (Schindler's List, Saving Private Ryan); Academy Award-winning
editor Kirk Baxter (The Social Network, The Girl with the Dragon Tattoo);
award-winning production designer Jeannine Claudia Oppewall (L.A.
Confidential); award-winning costume designer Jeffrey Kurland (Inception);
Academy Award-winning make-up artist Ve Neil (Beetlejuice, Mrs. Doubtfire,
Ed Wood); Oscar-winning visual effects designer Craig Barron (Titanic);
Academy Award-winning sound designer Ben Burtt (Star Wars, E.T. The
Extra-Terrestrial);

In addition, Oscar will feature an interviews with frequent Academy Award
ceremony host Billy Crystal (When Harry Met Sally…), ceremony producer
Don Mischer and head writer Bruce Vilanch, as well as former Academy
executive director Bruce Davis and cinematographer and Board of Governors
member John Bailey (As Good as It Gets). The special will also include a

chat with TCM host, author and Academy Awards historian Robert Osborne,
whose book 85 Years of the Oscar: The Official History of the Academy
Awards is set to be released Oct. 29 from Abbeville Press.

Oscar will not only tell the history of the Academy Awards, but also highlight
the relationship between the honored movies and major historical events and
trends. Woven throughout the narrative will be segments about the major
categories, including Best Actor, Best Actress, Best Director and Best
Picture, as well as sidebars about the annual parade of fashions on the red
carpet, memorable host monologues and emotion-packed tributes.

“We’re
delighted to partner with TCM on this
extraordinary 85-year history of the Academy
Awards,” said Academy President Cheryl Boone Isaacs. “Rob and Jeffrey are
in the midst of producing a fantastic showcase of special Oscar moments that
will take audiences on a memorable cinematic journey.”
"I can think of no better way to celebrate more than 85 years of Oscar than by
telling the story of the Academy Awards," said Jeff Gregor, general manager
of TCM and chief marketing officer for TCM, TNT and TBS. "And there's no
network that can tell that story like TCM. We're proud to make the February
2014 premiere of Oscar the centerpiece of TCM's annual 31 Days of Oscar,
where it will be surrounded by a carefully curated lineup of more than 300
Academy Award-winning and nominated films."

Oscar is one of several major programming events leading up to TCM's 20th
anniversary in April 2014.
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About Telling Pictures, Inc.
Rob Epstein and Jeffrey Friedman are among the few directors, writers and
producers in the independent film world traversing non-fiction and scripted
narrative. Their films together include the recently released Lovelace, starring
Amanda Seyfried, Peter Sarsgaard and Sharon Stone and the upcoming
short documentary The Battle of amfAR.
Epstein and Freidman's partnership began in 1987, when they opened an
office in a former convent and Catholic girl¹s school in San Francisco and
founded Telling Pictures. Their films have screened throughout the world in
movie theaters, at major film festivals (including Sundance, Berlin, Venice,
Telluride, Toronto and New York) and on television and home video.
Between them they have received two Academy Awards, five Emmys, three
Peabodys and Guggenheim and Rockefeller Fellowships.
Their other films together include Common Threads: Stories from the Quilt
(Academy Award, Feature Documentary, 1989); Where Are We? (Sundance
Documentary Competition, 1991); The Celluloid Closet (Emmy® for
directing, Peabody, duPont-Columbia Awards, 1995); Paragraph 175
(Sundance Film Festival jury award for directing, 2000) and the feature film
HOWL.
Prior to their partnership, Epstein directed the Oscar-winning classic The
Times of Harvey Milk. For television, they produced and directed episodes of
Crime & Punishment (2001-02), the HBO series America Undercover and
Real Sex, and program segments for ABC, PBS and MSNBC.

Retrospectives of Epstein and Friedman's work have been curated at the
Institute for Contemporary Art in London, the Taiwan International Film
Festival and CameraImage in Poland.

Connect with Telling Pictures, Inc.
Website: http://www.tellingpictures.com

About CNN Films
CNN Films brings documentaries beyond the small screen by developing
strategic partnerships to leverage distribution opportunities at film festivals
and in theaters. Amy Entelis, senior vice president of talent and content
development for CNN Worldwide, and Vinnie Malhotra, senior vice president
of development and acquisitions for CNN Worldwide, oversee the acquisition
strategy of documentaries for CNN Films. Malhotra manages the day-to-day
operation of CNN Films, and works directly with filmmakers to develop
original projects.

About Turner Classic Movies (TCM)
Turner Classic Movies (TCM) is a Peabody Award-winning network that
presents great films, uncut and commercial-free, from the largest film libraries
in the world. TCM, which is available in more than 85 million homes, features
the insights of hosts Robert Osborne and Ben Mankiewicz, plus interviews
with a wide range of special guests. Currently in its 20th year as a leading
authority in classic film, TCM offers critically acclaimed original
documentaries and specials; film series like The Essentials, hosted by
Robert Osborne and Drew Barrymore, and Friday Night Spotlight; and
annual programming events like 31 Days of Oscar® in February, Summer
Under the Stars in August and TCM Essentials Jr. during the summer. TCM

also connects with movie fans through such events as the annual TCM
Classic Film Festival in Hollywood, the TCM Classic Cruise and the annual
Road to Hollywood tour, as well as through the TCM Classic Film Tour in
New York City. In addition, TCM produces a wide range of media about
classic film, including books and DVDs, and hosts a wealth of online through
the TCM website, which includes the TCM Movie Database, message
boards, blogs and more.
TCM is part of Turner Broadcasting System, Inc., a Time Warner company.
Turner Broadcasting creates and programs branded news; entertainment;
animation and young adult; and sports media environments on television and
other platforms for consumers around the world.
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About the author:
Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences is the world’s preeminent
movie-related organization, with a membership of more than 6,000 of the
most accomplished men and women working in cinema. In addition to the
annual Academy Awards – in which the members vote to select the
nominees and winners – the Academy presents a diverse year-round slate of
public programs, exhibitions and events; provides financial support to a wide
range of other movie-related organizations and endeavors; acts as a neutral
advocate in the advancement of motion picture technology; and, through its
Margaret Herrick Library and Academy Film Archive, collects, preserves,
restores and provides access to movies and items related to their history.
Through these and other activities the Academy serves students, historians,
the entertainment industry and people everywhere who love movies.

Filed Under: BREAKING NEWS, ENTERTAINMENT, Academy of Motion
Picture Arts and Sciences, PRESS RELEASE
RUSH PR NEWS newswire and press release services at rushprnews.com /
Anne Howard annehowardpublicist.com
Content- Legal Responsibility - All material is copyrighted - You may repost
but you MUST link back to the original post on your page and acknowledge
Rush PR News as the news source. Rush PR News is not legally and/or
morally responsible for content of press releases, opinions expressed or factchecking.

Rush PR News cannot be held legally responsible for material published
and distributed through its newswire service or published in its press-room
and therefore cannot be sued for published material. Third-party must be
contacted directly to dispute content.
Rush PR News is not the contact for material published.

